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Verbier,
Switzerland

Whyisitone of the best?

Prince Harry loved Verbier's of f-piste
terrain.If you skipowder, orwantto
learnhow, you will, too.

What's the skiing like?

Thekeyto Verbier's world-class status
isalmostentirely due to threelifts — the
ones thatdeliver off-pisterstothe
peaks of Attelas, Mont Gelé and Mont
Fort, formultiple deep-powder
descents.Butdon'tfear: Verbier's
skischools attractanelite band of
instructors who'llhelp youmake the
transition from piste to powder.

How reliableis the snow?

Fresh snow canfallany timeinthe
season, butbefirstatthelift—itis soon
skiedinto suds by off-pisters.

What's the vibe?

Posh, party-lovingand adventurous,
Harry wasthe perfect Verbier mascot
whenheholidayed here as abachelor.

Andthe accommodation?
Youwanttobe close tothe Medranlift
station, but offthebusyroadthatserves
it. The four-star Hotel Vanessaticks
bothboxesandhaslarge bedroomsas
well. WithInghams, one week starts at
£1,619pp, half board, including flights
(inghams.co.uk).

How child-friendly isit?

The combination of the Creche Les
Moulins and the self-contained
Moulinsnursery slope means that
young, first-time skiers are well-
provided for (crechedesmoulins.ch;
childcare from £74 a day). But Verbier's
steeppistes arenotforthenervous.

What can you do besides skiing?
Yoga. The Wholeycow yogastudiois
justashorthobble fromHotel Vanessa
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Serge Burnichon,
managerofLe1928
Restaurantin
Courchevel

‘Foryears, the Alps
were filled with
retroself-service
restaurants, but
there'salotmore
quality and choice
thesedays,
particularly here
inCourchevel.La
Cavedes Creux
(cavedescreux-
courchevel.com),
justbelowmy
restaurant,is
aplacellikealot.
t'sasimilarset-up
tomine:runbya
hands-onowner,
alongside ateam of
young, enthusiastic
staff. The brasserie-
stylemenuis
authentic, high-
quality, and great-
value. Anotherone
of my favourites
isLaCasserole
facebook.com/
lacasserole
courchevel)in
Courchevel1650.
loveitstraditional,
cosy atmosphere —
the ceilingbeams,
stoneflooranddark
wood-pannelled
walls hungwithold
copperpansare
cleverly contrasted
with crisp, white
tablesettings.
It'simpossiblenot

tobecharmed.

Courchevel,
France

Whyisitoneofthebest?
Thefive-starintermediate pistes are
what Courchevelisallabout.No other
Alpineresortis quite so flattering.

What's the skiing like?

Attop andbottom, Courchevel's slopes
aresteep enoughtotestthe strongest
legs, whileinthe middle there's asofter
scoop fornovices andintermediates.
Addin tuition from British skischool
New Generation (skinewgen.com) and
thisis one of the bestresortsin which
tomaster the parallel turn.

How reliableisthe snow?
It'snotforalate-seasonrun, but, mid-
winter, the snow is softand grippyin the
high, north-facingbowls.

What's the vibe?

Glitzy. About 18 five-starhotels dotthe
slopes, while gazillionairesjostle for
tables atLe CapHorn, where Wagyu
ribs costs £279.Foramorereasonable
Michelin-starredlunch, skidown to
L'Azimutinthe village of Courchevel
LePraz (restaurantazimut.com; £35).

Andthe accommodation?
Noteverywhereisaimed atbillionaires.
Le Skichaletspecialisthas aweekin
ChaletBlanchotin Courchevel Moriond
village from £898pp, chaletboard,
withflights (leski.com).

How child-friendlyisit?

Gentle pistes are perfectforfirst-time

families, and childcare specialist Esprit
hasachalet-hotel beside one of them

— the Crystal 2000 (espritski.com).

What canyoudo besides skiing?
Jointhe super-richatLeBarinthe Hotel
ChevalBlanc (chevalblanc.com).
Otherwise, the Aquamotion water park
andspais the star attraction (from £18;
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St Anton, Austria

Why isitone of the best?
Younghearts, runfree: StAnton's
white-knuckle skiingfeeds a wild party
atmosphere. The sense of adventure
is contagious.

What's the skiing like?

Make no mistake: thisis primarily a
resortforstronglegs and stouthearts.
It'snotjustthatitsbestpistesare
plungingblacks. Nor thatits signature
off-pisterun, thenorth face of the
Valluga, begins onanunstable stretch
of snow, immediately above acliff.1t's
thefactthateventhe supposedly easy
homeruns canbreak anintermediate’s
spiritonce they'vebeencarvedinto
moguls. Less experienced skiers
should go elsewhere.

How reliableisthe snow?

Warth, atthe other end of the lift
system, notchesup anaverage of 11
metres of the white stuff each winter.
Lech,nextdoor, gets around 7 metres.
Youwon'tbe short of a flake ortwo.

What's the vibe?
Risk-taking canbe cathartic — expect
big smiles and carefree spirits.

And the accommodation?
Noneedtohiketothelift—the
unpretentious ChaletHotelRosanna

is 450 metres fromthe Galzigbahnlift
andstartsat£1,029pp a week, chalet
board, with flights (markwarner.co.uk).

How child-friendlyisit?

Nexttothe gentle stretch of Nasserein
nursery slopesis the Chalet-Hotel Pepi
Gabl— which has English-speaking
childcare. Foradvanced skiers with
first-timekidsit's near-perfect.

What can you do besides skiing?
Chillatthe slope-side Krazy Kanguruh
bar,and startyoureveningwitha
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Patrick Batz,
mountain guide,
StAnton

importanta
skiingitself.'ve
honedmy route over
the years, which
starts at piste-side
Sennhiitte around

3pm,whenthe

serious ngis
done andthejolly
live musicgets
going. Then, because
alotofmyregular
clients’ children

are now teenagers,
weskiontothe
Krazy Kanguruh,

or Taps, whichcater

toayounger crowd

withmore clubby,
international music.
Andnoapresis
complete without
droppingintothe
legendary
MooserWirt

intime for The Final

Countdown, which
hasbeenthefirst
songevery
afternoonforaslong

1 remember.

We'lltake abreak for
dinnerinthe village,
beforehittingthe

Postkellerand

Bobo's, whichare
locals' favourites
and where you'ti find

alltheinstructors

hangingoutona

Wednesday night
afterthe weekly

formation skiing

show. Thebestthing
isthatthisisall
includedinthe price

ofaday’'sguiding.

Cervinia, Italy

Whyisitone of thebest?
Oh-my-God scenery meets thaw-proof
snow inthis surprisingly gentleresort.

What's the skiing like?

High, wide and spectacularare the
watchwords. Cervinia’s easy-going
pistes unfurlacross a vastmountain
bowl, withthe towering spike of the
Matterhornaconstantcompanion.
There's plenty of variety on offeronthe
Swiss side of its shared skiarea, above
Zermatt, buthere,inltaly, beginnerand
intermediate skiers arekings. Infact,it's
agoodjobtheterrainis soforgiving—
faced with such gobsmacking scenery,
itcanbe hardtofocus onyourtechnique.

liableisthe snow?

Thisis as snowsureas Alpine skiing gets.
Thepistes aren'talways soft, though:
highwinds sometimes exposeamore
challenging, hard-packed surface.

How

What'sthevibe?

The gentle gradientsdraw an
unpretentious,inexperienced crowd,
who aren'tfussy aboutthe functional
architecture, orwhere they party (the
Thistles pubis afavourite).

Andthe accommodation?

The chic Principe delle Nevihotel
isasignof Cervinia'srecentmove
upmarket; aweek starts at £1,615pp,
halfboard, with flights (skisolutions.
com). Generally,accommodationisless
high-falutin’.Inghams’ Chalet Hotel
Dragonstartsat£759pp a week, chalet
board, with flights (inghams.co.uk).

How child-friendly isit?
Inmid-winter,bad weather canbetough,
as biting winds combine with white-out
conditions. Bringkids atEaster.

What can you do besides skiing?
Don'tbringnon-skiers —it's ski-only
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La Plagne, I'rance

Whyisitone of the best?

Families love LaPlagne’s sweep of
easy slopes. Little do they know, some
of France’s most challenging off-piste
terrainis lurking nearby.

What's the skiing like?
Pancake-flatinthe middle, super-steep
~ aroundthesides, LaPlagne’s slopes
_rangefromtheblandto the bloody
terrifying. Iron-nerved experts will
wantto testthemselves onthe north
face of the 3,417mBellecéte. Everyone
elsewillbe havingaball onthe easy
pistes of the central plateau, provided
they don't come during the peak-
season crush —in mid-February, it's
hardto see the snow forthe people.

Howreliableisthe snow?
Mostof theintermediate-friendly
terrainissetbetween 1500 and2 500

metres. Good for Christmas to
mid-March, buttoo low for Easter. Late
season, aim for somewhere high such
asVal Thorens or Cerviniainstead.

What's the vibe?

~ Away fromthe off-piste descents on

the Bellecote, LaPlagneislike agiant
park on snow:bustling, purposeful and
brimming withkids. Thisisn'tthe place
tobedancingontables til2am.

And the accommodation?
Tenvillages are scattered across the
slopes, most dominated by multi-
storey residences of self-cateringflats.
Foragroup of budget-conscious, mid-
levelskiers, Les Néreides atPlagne
Bellecéteis awell-placed launchpad:
one week starts at £226pp, self-
catering, includingareturn Eurotunnel
crossingforacarand passengers
(skicollection.co.uk). Lower down,
amonathetreec SkiReathac cavaral

comfy chalets: from £599pp, chalet
board, with flights (skibeat.co.uk).

How child-friendly isit?

Kids quickly grow confidenthere, and
forfamilies who planto spendall

day onthe slopes, a ski-in, ski-out
self-catering apartmentin one of the
centralvillages, such as Plagne Soleil, is
justtheticket.InPlagne Centre, on-site
childcareis on offeratMark Warner's

- ChaletHotel Christina. Here, Christmas

week startsat £1,049pp, chaletboard,
with flights (markwarner.co.uk).

What can you dobesides skiing?
Forget Lovesland:turnLaPlagneinto
Love Mountain with anightin Overthe
Moon, a converted piste-grooming
machine withaluxury bedroom (£285
anight; skipass-laplagne.com). Thrill-
seekers shouldjumpinto an Olympic
bobsleigh (£110; skipass-laplagne.
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‘ermall,
witzerland

sitone of thebest?
ikeasecretkingdom of snow,
=dbythe Alps’mosteye-catching
umiain, the Matterhorn. Fewresorts
achits magicalatmosphere.

a'sthe skiinglike?
axeveryone:youwon'tbe skiing
wnthe Matterhorn. Instead, most of
matt's pistes spread across three
sshoulders of rock, well clear of the
umiain’siconic spike.Meanwhile,
watthetop of the area, you can ski
seTheodul Glacierat3,883 metres,
wepoppingoverintoltalytotry
sopesinneighbouring Cervinia.
mds tough? It shouldn’t. Much of
wgh, flattish terrainis easy for
=anably confidentintermediates,
eltalianside of the skiareais
=:more ‘flattering’ Justbe sure to
cthe ‘freeride pistes’ (marked

orange onthe piste map). These are
nevergroomed, buttheyare made
safe againstavalanches by pre-
emptive blasting. Dependingon
conditions, they offer eitherdeep
powder ormoguls the size of Mini
Coopers —bestlefttothe experts.

How reliableisthe snow?
Very.lt's sohigh you canevenskihere
inJulyand August.

What'sthe vibe?
Inaword: awestruck Nevermindthe
skiing, justbeingthereis aprivilege.

Andthe accommodation?

Save up hard and go the whole hog,
checkinginto the five-star Omnia.

A sleek, modernistpalace setjust
above town, iteschews all the usual
Alpine clichésin favour of cleanlines,
big windows and fuss-free decor.
With Snow Wise, one week starts

at £2,295pp, B&B, with flights
(snow-wise.com).

~ lamb onaprimus stove.

How child-friendlyisit?

Car-free streets, sun-blackenedbarns,
thatmesmerisingmountain:long
before they'vejumped onaskilift,
Zermatit's fairy-tale-like other-
worldiness will have most children
hooked. But wait'til they already ski: the
nursery slopes are scatteredin penny
packets above townandyouneedto
ride atleastonelifttoreachthem.

What can you do besides skiing?
Sitdowninaslope-siderestaurant such
as Blatten (blatten-zermatt.ch) and
you'llquickly understand why lunchis
suchabigdealhere. There's arustic,
elbows-on-the-tableinsouciance to
the scene that completely belies the
mouthwateringingredients and the
quality of the cooking. Venison
carpaccio with fresh truffles, jugged
chamois withred cabbage:it's abit -

like takingrefugeinal.ake District
bothy anddiscovering TomKerridge
inthe corner, pan-frying Herdwick
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Kitzbiihel,
Austria

Whyisitoneofthe best?

Stylish, historicand —inplaces —
utterly heroic: why aren’t more ski
resorts like Kitzbuhel?

What's the skiinglike?
Don'tbefooledbythe fearsome
reputation of the Hahnenkamm. The
north face of the famous ‘Hen's Comb’
may hostthe scariest of all downhill
races, butelsewhere, the slopes above
this former mining town are muchless
do-or-die. Expect spirited, mostly
mid-levelpistes thatzigzagalonga
17kmridge towards the relatively high
and cold Resterhohe, atthe southern

end of the skiarea. Meanwhile, in
hiddenvalleys, such as the Saukasertal,
avastexpanse of off-piste terrain
beckons, whenever MotherNature
delivers theright conditions.

Howreliableis the snow?

Its position, near the northern edge of
the Tirolean Alps, meansKitzbuhel gets
alotof snow. About 90% ofits pistes are
backed up by snow cannons, but with
aliftsystemthattops outatjust2,000
metres, the quality of its cover suffers
wheneverthere's adrought. Skiherein
January or early February forthe best
chance of soft, cold and grippy pistes.

What'sthevibe?
Kitzis thekind of Alpine town we Brits
dream of, butrarely find: cute, chicand

historic, witha proper pub (the
Londoner) on hand forthose moments
when youwantto thrash your limbs of f
tolive music. Some of Austria's best
mountainfoodis on offerhere, too

— from the hearty local version of
bubble and squeak, Tiroler Grostl,
inthe Staudachstub’n (staudach
stubn.at) to Catalan lobster saladin
Sonnbihel (www.sonnbuehel.at).

Andthe accommodation?

Keen skiers shouldbook one of the
neat, well-run four-stars nextdoor
to the main Hahnenkammift, so
they canbefirstto the snow each
morning. With Snow Wise, a week
atthe four-star Schweizerhof
starts at £1,395pp, with flights
(snow-wise.com).




sgchildcareisn’tanissue here,

sseskilessonslastallday. The

=nt3 skischoolisthe elite
Hometomany of the best
asiructors, itguarantees
mum class size of six

>-hour sessions cost £284;

=nt3.at). lts nursery slopes are

ase to the Schweizerhof hotel.

2ncurlingis aless technical
arerelaxed version of the
mcsport—andagreatway
ayour group laughing once
=offthe slopes. Attheindoor
sarkintown, upto 10 can
aneontheicefor£100an
sportpark-kitzbuehel.com).

Tignes, France

Whistler, Canada

Whyisitoneofthebest?

There areslopes forallsortsinthis
snowsureresort. Mixed-ability groups
won'tfind abetter Easterplayground.

What's the skiing like?

Tignesis agreatall-rounder. Steady,
ego-boostingpistes; wide-open
powderfields; tightand scary chutes
—they'reallhere, and the quality of
runsis world-class. The only drawback
isthelack of trees (they add definitionin
poorlight) —when clouds come down
it's like skiing through milk.

How reliableisthe snow?

Very — atthetop, you're skiingona
glacier. Lower, when spring thaws bite,
the slopes warmup atdifferenttimes
oftheday, so youcanfollow the sun,
hitting slopes before the snow softens.

What'sthevibe?

It's BBC's SkiSundaymeets Arctic
research station. Thisis ahigh,remote
spot, made foranyone who wantsto
skihard amid spectacular scenery.

And the accommodation?
Oftheresort'sfivevillages, Tignes-le-
Lacisthehub.Here, the ski-in-ski-out
Village Montana apartments (pictured)
have theirownrestaurantsandspa.
SkiCollectionhas aweek from £274pp,
self-catering, with Eurotunnel crossings,
forfour sharing (skicollection.co.uk).

How child-friendly isit?

The Ecole du SkiFrancaishas one of
the biggestandbestkindergartens for
young, first-time skiers (esf-tignes.
com) andis only a short walk fromMark
Warner's family-friendly Chalet-Hotel
l'Aiguille Percée (markwarner.co.uk).

What canyou do besides skiing?
LelLagonisthemainnon-skiing asset.
Itsindoorpoolwithslideisagodsend
onbad-wesatherdave (fianes< net)

Why isitone of the best?

It'stheking of the North American ski
scene. Think bigmountains, giant
snowstorms and epic weekend parties.

What's the skiing like?

Whistler'slift systemhas tamed two
mountains, andthey serve up tight,
rock-walled chutes, forestglades,
intermediate pistes andfive sculpted
snowparks of jumps, rails and bumps.
Everyoneis cateredfor,onascale that
matches the bigskiareas of the Alps.

How reliableisthe snow?

Whistler's weak spotisits climate. Often
itdelivers back-to-backblizzards,
dumping three or four metres of snow
inamonth. Butsuddenthaws canalso
turnhalf the skiarea slushy overnight.
Whenthathappens, stay high — using
the Peak 2 Peak gondolatoflitbetween
the top halves of bothmountains.

What's the vibe?

Fromthe size of the skiareatothe
cavernous mountainrestaurants and
the sprawlingtown atits base, Whistler
isawintersports behemoth withthe
party-hard personality to match.

Andthe accommodation?

The Chateau Whistleris a super-sized
slopeside property brimming with
friendly staff and a fun, outdoorpool
area. WithInghams, one week starts
at£1,288pp, room only, with flights
(inghams.co.uk).

How child-friendlyisit?
Whistleris eighttime zones away. Wait
‘tilthey'reteenagers.

What canyou do besides skiing?
Abiathlonlessoninthe OlympicPark
givesmind and body aworkout, as you
combine cross-country skiing with
blastingaway attargets with arifle (£24;
whictler<nortleaacie< com)
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Mark Freeman,
afootballcoachand
skiinstructorin
Whistler

‘Aslworkallautumn
asacoach,lcan’t
waittogetupinto
the mountainsas
soonaslcan.But
tknow plenty of
people who'llspend
their winters without
clippingonaskias
there'ssuchalot
elsetodohere.|f
youwantabitof
adrenaline, and
some awesome
mountainviews,
the zipline (whistler.
ziptrek.com) above
Fitzsimmons Creek
isamust. Another
heart-thumperis
bobsleighing with
aprofessional
driver atthe Olympic
Sliding Centre
(whistlersport
legacies.com). Or
peltdownhillat
95kph with your
chincentimetres
fromtheiceona
skeletonsled. For
somethingless
nerve-jangling,

the Scandinavespa
(whistler.com/
scandinave)ismy
favourite, with
saunas and heated
outdoorpoolsfrom
where you canwaich
thesunsetover

the mountains.
Follow itup with
amoonlit, horse-
drawnsleighride
(whistler.com/
activities/sleigh-
rides) and stop for
hotchocolateat
acabinenroute.

Very cosy.
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